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r SAL MNS KXXIX: 4, 5. 

LORD, MAKE ME ro KNOW MINE ENDz AND 
THE' MEASURE OF MY DAYS, WHAT IT 18, 
THAT I MAY KNOW HOW FRAIL I Ax. 
BEHOLD THOU HAST MADE MY DAYS AS 
AN HAND BREADTH :' AND MINE AGE 18 
AS NOTHING BEFORE THEE: VERILY EVERY 
MAN AT HIS BEST. STATE IS ALTOGE> 
THER VANITY. 
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F any thing, Men and Brethren, can add to the 
ſolemnity of the preſent occaſion ; if any circum- 
ſtance can increaſe the weight and importance of our 


ſubje&; if there be a conſideration more powerful 
We. -:- A than 


1 
chan another, to awaken ſerious reflection, to im- 
preſs the thoughts of death upon the heart, and to 
; create in both preacher and hearers, a peculiar in- 
_ tereſt in the affecting buſineſs of this day,—it is the 
| manner and che fate in which the fubject has been 
tranſmitted to us. When you are informed of 
theſe, you will readily diſcern, and, I truſt, approve, 
the reaſon which determined my choice of a text, in 
8 88 you, at this awful hour. 
is my dear Friends, that the very laſt 
act of your late Paſtor's life; the laſt exerciſe of his 
miniſtry, in the view of your edification, was to 
make choice of this very Text, and Ig frame a Diſ- 
courſe upon it; which, had he lived three days lon- 
ger, he would have delivered from this place, as the 
improvement of the death of a valuable friend, well ; 
known to many of you, whom he had juſt attended 
g fo the grave. Having eaten his laſt earthly meal, 
with his accuſtomed temperance and chearfulneſs ; 
| having taken leave of his carthly friends who were 
about him, with his uſual ſerenity, Giveetneſs, and 
benevolence ; at peace with God, at peace with him- 
ſelf, and at peace with all men, he retired to his clo- 
55 and N as it t appears, with the great 
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object of his public miniſtrations ;; impreſſed with 
the ſolemn and mournful, ſervice of the preceding 
day; impreſſed with the fad duty he had to fulfil, on 
the approaching Sabbath; be had turned to this paſ- 
ſage of Scripture, as the ſubject of a Funeral Sermon 

for his departed friend; had arranged his thoughts 
upon it, with all that order, accuracy, and diſtin&- 
neſs, which you muſt have often remarked. in him; 
had committed his ideas, in ſhort hints, to writing: 
then commended himſelf to God ; compoſed him- 
ſelf to reſt ;—and expired, | | 


n iT. 


1. CONSIDER, therefore, the text, the ſubject, 
and the good man's method of treating it, as a ſa- 
cred, and a valuable legacy, bequeathed by him to 
me, for your uſe, and my own, May God grant 
rn 

ie e ee 3 

60 ug FER unto. tet A the . dead ſurely 

„they will” believe and- © repent,” Well then, 

O men, one already in the arms of death, one now 

dead, comes to you, ſpeaks to you in the perſon. f 
the dying creature whoſe voice you now hear: the 
ſpirit of your late excellent Miniſter. now accoſts you 

by my tongue, That ſpirit had often deviſed many 

"ES things 
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' things for your inftruſtion; it was ever watchful fo 
pour Bod! it was attentive to, and ready to im- 


prove occaſions of communicating uſeful knowledge, . 


— but alas'! you knew not, my-much eſteemed Fa · 

ther, my Friend ! you knew not, chat Providence 
was about to enforce your doctrine upon "the people 
of your charge, the people of your love, by an argu- 
ment ſo powerful and tender; you knew not that 
your own deceaſe, was to be the forcible and pale. 


. 


dic application of your _ OE 


6 Wan Ane me to Anne mine end, and the 
4 meafure of my days what | it is: „ Thus, with holy 
David, meditated the pious Saint, whoſe removal 
from us we fo juſtly lament, and thus he prayed ; 
and God has granted his requeſt 5: God has infinitely 
exceeded his expectations. He deſired to know his 
latter end; he was engaged in deep and earneſt 
thought on his frailty and mortality; when lo, that 
very night, the God whom he worſhipped, put an 
end to all anxiety about that intereſting event, 
ewed” him . the path of life,” conducted him 
3 „ the valley of the ſhadow of death,” to 
his « preſence,” where there © is fulneſs of joy,” 
| " : Lt, and 
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and to his * ie er "hare dere ene 
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- In the vin" Fr e ene: 
155 which I have * our N Friend had pro- 
poſed. ng LE a0 2065, OR — a . 
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I. To treat of the — and interefüng oecd of 


the Pſalmiſt's prayer to 285 ee Ge 1 
be made to Ine his end. 
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n. To conſider how, or by what means, Provi- 


dence effectually teaches men, Kat OD 
- Jleflon, | Tei mn rhy 
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III. To point out ſome of the reaſons and ende 
nn welke. And, 


[lat He 1 to cle and improye the 
ſubject, by delineating the character, and recom- 
mending the example of a' good woman, lately one 
of yourſelves, as a perſon of ſingular meekneſs, mo- 
geſty, humility, prudence, and piety. 77 
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hana adhere n der to the hints which 
Mr. Turnbull has left behind him, for two reaſons 
firſt,” becauſe 1 confider myſelf as thereby fulfilling 
the defirg and intention of the dead: and ſecondly, 
becauſe, perhaps, better materials for the purpoſe, 
could not gaſily 208 been furniſhed. | 7 uh 


1. Ws are to conſider the g of the Plalmiſt' 

5 requeſt to God, that is, what he deſires to be made 
zequainted with, when he prays, ** Lord make me 
66 to know mine end, and the . e of 0 415. | 

C mar vj" And. 5 "+ < 
Ws” ſe exprſc a et 4. ſenfible how 
fort life is : : a point, however obvious, of which 
men are ſtrangely ignorant; ar what amounts to the 
ſame thing, about which they are ſtrangely indiffe- 
rent; though one of the moſt important that can 
engage the human mind. It is inceſſantly preſented 
to our view: yet we ;nceffantly loſe fight of it. Scrip- 
ture, reaſon, feeling, all preſs the confideration of it 

_ upon us; but ſome vanity appears,” and we forget 

that we are not to * live always. —* Our Fathers, 

here are they? The Prophets, do they live for 
ever do Conſult the record; examine the bills of 
mor- 
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mortality ; «nd what ds 00 dd ess f. „Ada 
lived nine hundred and thirty years —and he died.“ 
„ All the days that Methuſslati Iived,” were nine 
« hundred fixty and nine years,—and he died . and a 
2 thouſand years when expired, are bur ke 
« yeſterday when it is paſt 5 or us a watch in the 
6 night.” But even that antidiluvian ſtandard "is 
greatly. reduced; and human life is not now mea- 
ſured, Sear by centuries” of 

years : No: it falls greatly ſhort of one. The 
| „ days of our years are threeſcore years and ten: 
| « and if by reaſon of ſtrength they be .fourſcors 
« years, yet is their ſtrength labour and ſorrow 3 
for is it ſoon cut off, and we flyaway.” Pfalm xc. 
10. Man that is born of a woman is of few days; 
66 and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flows 
er, and is cut down: he fleeth alſo as a ſhadow, 
and continueth not.“ Job xiv. 1, 2. Behold, 
10 thou haſt made my days as an hand breadrh-: and 
« mine age is as nothing before thee * verily every 
man at his beſt ſtate is altogether vanity, Sdah.”* 
Pſalm xxxix. 5. 62787 Thou carrieſt them away ' ay 

W with a flood- they are as a ſleep: in the morning 
p 40 they are like graſs which groweth up: in the den- 
© ing it is cut down and withereth. » « We ſpend. 
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5 « 6ur years 2s a tale that i told.” „ My days are 
twiſter than a weaver's ſhuttle, my life is 
10 wind,” Lam made to poſſels months of vanity.” - 
* What is your life? it is even à vapour, that ap- ; 
: „ peareth for a little time, and then vaniſheth a- 
« 'way.” As Scripture thus in every page inculcates 
the brevity of life, fo nature in every object we behold, 
and experience in every event that paſſes over our 
heads, bring it forcibly to the heart. If wo go into the 
city, what do we meet? A multitude of. buſtling 
ſhadows fluttering up and down, ourſelves ſhadows 
like them. If we ſtep i into the field, every plant un- 
der our feet, while it ſhrinks from the preſſure, ad- 
moniſhes us of our own frailty ; the firſt tree we 
meet, in filent, but pathetic eloquence, ſeems thus 
to addreſs us: The hand which planted me, is | 
« ſhrunk-up and withered ; the eye which, with de- 
« light, beheld my gradual increaſe, is cloſed for 
ever: the head which at noon repoſed under my 
« ſhade, lies low in the tomb. Frail ſon of the 
« duſt] conſider me, and learn wiſdom. I afford 
<« thee-ſhelter and inſtruction to-day but hou paſ- 
4 ſeſt quickly away; and to-morrow I ſhall ſhelter 
4 and inſtruct another, and not thee.” If we reſort 
to io - 8 of God, there, the ſame awful voice re- 
| ſounds 
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Wunde in dur eim. Ws ergfited tis edifice? Whe:. 
occupied theſe places ten, twenty, thirty, forty years | 
ig0? Who filled this pulpit the laſt Lord's duy fave 
one Alf we retire to our own houſes, inſtead of the 
beloved. friends we lately beheld there, and with 
++ whom we wok ſweet-counſeh” we only meet the 
vacant ſeats which uſed to receive them ; the books 


which they were wont to read; the little works Which 


they performed; the lifeleſs pictures that reſemble them; 
ſome affecting niemorial or another that they zwerł urs, 
but are ours no longer. If we retreat within our owrt . 
brittle clay tabernacles; we perceive the harblngers of. 
mortality, we feel 4 the witneſs of death within ours 
10 {elves ?” ſome ſpring in the machine relaxed; ſome _ 
member out of order; forme prop decaying; ſome fa= 
rulty impaired : klie keepers of the Hoiſe tremt« 
us bling, the firbng men bowing themſelves” „ the 
« grinders ceafitig becauſt they ate few, And thoſe | 
that lock but of che witidows'darketed;” The fits. 
ver cord“ Teady to ““ he Toofed; and the golden 
„ bow! broken.” Aid with fo matiy monitors, fo 
many proofs of tho ſhortnels of life; Is it poſſible d 
lie down in ſecurity, and to hold this extrivagant lan- 
kguage, What ſhall I do, becauſe I have no room 
* where to beſtow my fruits? This will I de:? 1 
, A. bg : * will 


4 1 

14 will pull down my barns, and build greater, and 
* there will I beſtow all my fruits and my goods: 
| „ And 1 will ſay to my foul, Soul, thou haſt much 
, gods laid up for many years: take thine eaſe, 
eat, dtink, and be merry.” Luke xii. 18, 19.— 
Shall the worm that may be cruſhed in a moment, 


and which muſt periſh ing d, exalt a if it 
were immortal? | 


©. 
* 
* 


Ry FL when he prays, Lord make to know 
mine end and the meaſure of my days,” deſires 
10 be impreſſed with a deep 3 the netegrjainuy 
as. well 46 Jhormeſs of life. Could we ſeeurely 
reckon upon our little portion of exiſtence, it were 
ſomething :- were our poor threeſcore years, and ten, 
fenced on every fide from danger, diſcafe and death, 
there: were ſomething like an excùſe for the giddi- 
neſs of youth, the confidence of manly ſtrength and 
vigour, the ſelf-complacency of beanty, the, con- 
ſcious ſuperiority of talents; but alas l! In liſe 
* we are. in the midſt of death; . we know not 
Nhat a day may bring forth; Far eontinu- 
Ally to % the terror by night, and the arrow that 
e flicth; by day; the peſtilence that walketh in dark- 

* gels; the, defiruction that waſtech at noon. day. e 
HILL 7 | EyxAV 


_ Every ſtep we tread is through the midſt of cet 
tain perils, or hidden ſnares, Every element 18 
pregnant with death; evety climate, every ſeaſon, : 
every ſituation teems with death; the roaring waves 


ſwallow up their thouſands in a moment: the con- 
xulſed earth opens her jaws, and whole cities with 


their inhabitants periſh : the fertile plains, and thoſe 
who cultivated them, are deluged with a ſes of liquid 
fire: the tainted air hurls deſtruction on à devoted 
world, in the blaſt of every wind: the faryent heat 
of the tropics, and the bleak air of the pole, con- 
tend in their efforts to waſte and deſtroy ; the exs 
eeſſive labours, and the meagre ſubſiſtence of pover- 


ty, oppreſs life; the langour and intemperance of 
affluence, undermine and corrupt it: the genius of 
manufacture and art, like the ſubtle thief of the 
night, ſteals, without warning, upon his unſulpe&+ 
ing prey, and levels him with the ground; war, the 
bold robber of the day, ſtalks at. noon through 
© garments rolled in blood; pale famine, voraci- 
ous as the lean kine of Pharaoh, devours the fat and 
| the ftrong.—Do the aged and the weak: alone die? 


meafure theſe graves; mark well theſe inſcriptions ; 
compare theſe dates; they are but © a ſpan. long,” 


here the bloſſom never blowed, there the rude hand 


"Mb of 


| 
| 
| 
q 
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of the tempeſt, ſhook” the tree, and daſhed its fruit 
prematurely on the ground. Do the aged alone 


die? Confulr your own bitter recollections; enquire 


at that mourner : ſtep into your neighbour's "houſe ; 
% woman, wherefore weepeſt thou?“ It is the cry 


of the widow I hear, whom God has juſt bruiſed; 
s the defire of” whoſe * eyes,” he hath taken 


© away with a ftroke;” *-it'is Rachel weeping 


+ for ber children, and refuſing to be comforted 


becauſe they are not.— What is the concluſion 


of the whole matter ?—** Surely every man walk» 


„ eth in à vain ſhew:” when thou with re- 
** bukes doſt corre man for iniquity, thou mak- 
«+ eſt his beauty ta conſume away like a moth]; ſure- 


ly every man is vanity.“ Life extended to its ut- 


moſt length, is but a moment, 155 that 111 in 
jts beſt ſtate, uncertain, 


4 I; 
4 : 5 


N The ns- ui ppuring out this requeſt, 


„Lord make to know mine end, and the meaſure 


of my days, "what it is; ſeems earneſtly deſirous 
do de inſtructed how important life is. The im- 


provement of the /hortnefs, and wncertainty of life, is 


not, to count it a trifle, to expoſe it unneceſſarily 
© to danger, to be carcleſs and indifferent about thy 


1 preſer- 


f 


oa 


. 27 17 I. 


akin) of it; . becauſe it is Hort, to acquire 
wiſdom as ſoon, and. to do good as diligently as we 
can; becauſe it is uncertain, and we cannot 7 boaſt 
46 ourſelves of to-morrow,” **. to do with our might 
. whatſoever our hand findeth to do : for there is no 
6 work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in 
++ the grave, whither we arg going : and to work 
out our own. falvation with fear and trembling, 


* while it is called to day before © the Nope i 


* cometh.” 


Tux importance of life, is to be eſtimated from 
the wiſdom of him, who is the Author of it; 
10 God created man in his own image: God 
+ breathed into man's noſtrils the breath of life, and 
„ehe became a living ſoul:“ 4 his viſitation pre- 


i ferveth our ſpitit.” „ The” very © hairs of our 


« head are numbered of him.” Not a plant grows 
1n the field, not an inſet crawls on the ground, or 
flutters through the air, but has its end and its uſe; 


for it is God who feeds the ravens, who paints | 
and ! clothes the lilies of the field; and he does 
nothing in vain :—*© and are not ye much better 
„ than they?” If the vegetable and animal tribes | 


poſſeſs an acknowledged importance in the ſcale. of 
S | being; 4 


1 
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being; if the lily and hai form confequentia] 
links” in their reſpective chain of exiſtenee; how | 
much more, man, the Lord of all, the glory of all x 

and every man in his own particular ſphere ? While 
Fumility, under 2 ſenſe of weakneſs, worthleſſneſs, | 
ind imperfection, fays, „ I am à worm, and ng 
„ man,” devotion, as on cagle's wings, exalts the 
foul to the throne of God, ſaying, „ my Father 
«. who art in Heaven:“ while nature points to th 


tomb, and the ſtern d ree proclaims, (t duſt thoy 


tr art, and to duſt thou ſhalt return,” religion un: 
veils * the glories of Paradiſe, and pa 


10 ſeallowed up 1 life 


A 
5 | 1 4 : 


Tun importance of the life chat wow! by muſt by 


oftimared from che connection it has with that which 
8 u to come. The beauty of me ſpring is ſhort and 


fading, but the"glory of ſummer, and the abun- 
dance of autumn depend upon it. Vouth, the 
morning of life, is quickly over; but, if it has been 
neglected or miſpent, a' noon of diſorder, and an 
evening of remorſe and deſpair ſucteed. Now, life 


is our birth into exiſtence, rather than exiſtence ir- 


ſelf; che morning, not the day: the : ſpring, not 


0 


—— . — * 


poſed of, for ten or twenty years; but where, and 

what am to be, to eternity, is 4 ſerious matter in- 
deed: and the eventful hour is at hand, which ſhall, 
thus decide the character and ſtate of every one. 
« He that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt ill and 
< he Which is filthy, let him be filthy ſtill- and 
„he that is xighteous, let him be righteous ſtill :. 
« and he. that, + is bah. en * Qiu.” 
Rev; Xii. II. | | 
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ond 1 | ' pit. ay - 
\ Tux impor tance RISE; lik, muſt he eſ⸗ 
timated, from his relation to others; from his gan- 
ſequence and influence in ſociety. That can never 
be inſignificant, which affets the, wiſdom, the yir« 
tue, or the happineſs oof mankind. And who ia 
unconnected, who ſo inſignificant, as neither by his 
piety or profanity, as neither by his wiſdom or folly, 
_ as neither by his virtue or vices,. 28 neither by his 
life or death,. to have occaſions. miniſtered, -of.: ſery= 
ing, or of hurting his family, .his neighbourhood, 
his country: Religion will never permit a man to 
conſider himfelf as a ſolitary individual; for the lan- 


Fes which, it holds, is, „none of us liveth tg 
| . and no man dem to himſelf,” and, the. 


man 


7 


t 1 


\ and Aol Jofrine thisis,” exhibited an illi iſtrious 
example of that excellent ſpirit, when” he repreſents 


himſelf as in doubt which to prefer,” his own imine- 


world, for the good of | mankind: and ſtems gene- 


rouſly diſpoſed to give up the former, to the latter; 
What I ſhall chooſe, I wot not. For I am in 4 
« trait betwixt” tub, having à defire to depart, 


« And to be with Chrift; which is far better: never: 


« you. And having this confidence, I know that I 


4 theleſs, to abide in the fleſh is more needful fot | 


= ſhall abide. and cofitinue with you all, for your | 


c and joy of faith'; "that your rejoicing 


% may be more abundant in Jeſus Chriſt for me; 
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ed from the n ketegbebebs nt follow | 


from its improvement or abuſe. ' Others may be af 
ſected by our good or ill behaviour while we” live ; 
but our character and conduct can affect ourſelyes 


alone whets we die: : % behold now is the accepted 


4 time; behold now is the day of falvation,” and 


, « the revelation. of the tighteous jodgrtert of "God? | 


p | 18 
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ä 
is at hari, * who will render to every man acer - 
® ing to his derds: To them, who by patient ebnti⸗- 
* nuante int well doing, Teck for glory and honcur 
4 and imimortality, eternal life: But units ther that 
**. ate contentious, and do not obey the triith, but 
it obey nrighteouſtieſs, iridignation atid wrath; Tri- 
% bulation and anguiſh upon every ſoul of man that 
10 un of the 4 * and alto of the 3 2 
Now, my friends; iges lle of nin One? A 
nuncerluin and important; arid if, with all thatprefeht 
ana temporal, all thar future and eterttal impbrtanicæ; 
men de diſpoſed to wäſte amd miſpend it, fittely 4 
ſerlous ſpitit has teafon to = alk” this . witdom of 
God,“ ** from whom cotrieth down: every govd gift 4 
ie and every perfect,“ ++ Lord make me to Know mine 
i end, and ARIES tt W 


1 Tur * Artide; in nty deceaſed friend's' 
bequeſt,” is, the conſideration of the means by which, 


Providence teaches men this uſeful and nereſſary lee 


ſon. Theſe he bas marked down in ſo many plain 

ſhort words, 1. Experience; 2. The word: 3. 

The ſpitit of God. Aud we will continue 9 

walk in the path he has marked out for us. 
8 C | TERRE 
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Turzr is evidently, in this ſubdiyiſion,_a gra- 
dation of thought and reflection, as it aroſe in the 


mind, which was undaubtedly the reſult of know- 


ledge and feeling; and which, had he been permits - 


ted himſelf to explain it to you, would en y have 


n to this re. 


5 be ee men 3 their“ end and tho 
„ meaſure of their days” by experience, when he 
drives them, by ſome ſtroke; of his providence, from 
a dry, general, ineffective acknowledgement of the 
vanity of ſublunary things, into a heart-felt, a- 
wakening, active perſuaſion of it. None is ſo filly 
as to diſbelieye or deny, the certainty and ſuddenneſs 
of death; but who i is ſo wiſe as to live under the 


| habitual impreſſion and belief of it? What all rea- 


dily admit as a general propoſition, all are diſpoſed 


at. times to reject in its particular application. So 


deeply i is the love of life implanted in man, that nei- 
ther poverty, nor pain, nor negle&; nor old ages 
loaded with all theſe, is able to extirpate it: and we 
fondly cheriſh-the deluſion, that we ſhall live a lit- 
tle longer, and longer, and longer—till we are dead 
indeed, We are convinced of the truth; but we 
act, as if the fact were otherwiſe, or as if xe had no 

concern 


8 
(1. 
concern in it. Examples MY in "Wis for 
45 all men think all men mortal, but themſelves. 'S | 


God theiefore makes us experimentally to 'kniow * out 
end, by putting forth his hand, and toyching ſome 


of our vitals ; he kills us in bart, that we may Khow 
we are not immortal: wounds the hand, tät the 
heart” may apprehend the blow which threatens it; 
makes us to die again and again in others, to prepare | 
us for dying ourſelves, But with no other 1 mearis 
of knowing, and of i improving our latter end, except 
the memorials of it, which are continually before out 
eyes, and the premonitions which we frequently feel 
in our own perſons, we ſhould be apt to fall into an 
ny errors, with regard to its proper uſe and end: 

one man would peeryiſhly « deſert his fation ; another 
fink into torpid indelence and indifference ; ; and 3 
third diſſolve i in diffipation, and exceſs, faying, — * let | 
e us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die. To pre- 
yent, therefore, or to reRtify { ſuch dangeroug n miſtakes, 
God is pleaſed to ee 


- io © *2 * 
#4 * „ 


. s word, to lead men n tq the right knowledgo 


2 improyement of their approaching diſſolution. 


In this view, Moſes prays, in another Palm, 6 80 
$6 teach us to number our days that we may apply 
C 2 ** our 


r 
. %˙ m ,, 
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#4, our hearts unto. wiſdom.” Pſ,-xc. 12. The Bi- 


ble inſtruéts vs how to © yſe the world. ſo as not to 


! guards us equally againſt oppreſſive 
melancholy, fallen diſcontent, and thaughtleſs riot. 


, ahuſe it: 


| While i it forhids us to think of living here always, it 


| condeſeend: to teach u us to « paſs the time of our 
$6, — ai hots. in the fear” of God. i it 


ee entire difapprodation on athe romantic, vifiong- 
n and ſeductive views which men arę apt to entertain, 


Heere, as in every o other caſe, Scripture points out the 


en mean, where wiſdom and happineſs dwell ; 

points out the narrow way, chat leads between anxi. 
"ety, ad levity; ö fond attachment, and liſtleſs indif- 
ference. It inſpires fortitude without raſhneſs, and 
caption without timidity ; enables us to en joy life 
with moderation. to employ it ereditably to ours» 
| ſelves, and uſefully to. others; and to meet death 
with fortitude. But are the cars of men always open 


to reaſon ? Is Scripture truth always received with | 


chat reverence and ſubmiſſion which it ought to com- 


mand? Does the word of God uniformly produce 
its intended effekt Then men would have but ta 


| read, in order to be wiſe, and good, and happy: but 


1 Ty will not hear, bey wall not lay it it to > heart, ” 
|; wits: 


— 


, 


1 
, 


| ; k 24 J 


- 


thoughtleſſneſs, vouchſafes to give life and efficacy 
to the outward means, the cancluſions of experience, 


and the dictates of the, wor, by ſending forth, . 


9 n 5 bonoban 34rl vs Ae 
oe His 8 . Men add. not to 755 
told the mighty difference, in point of effect, which 
the ſame truths and events produc upon their minds, 
at different ſeaſons, and in different ſituations; for 


men vary from themſelves as much as they do from 
one another, The heart, to-day, is * harder than a 


& piece of the nether millſtone ;/ ' ' to-morrow, it is 
„ melted like wax.“ The word, at one time, is as 


hs ſounding braſs, and as a tinkling cymbal,” at 


another © 2 hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces,” 
quick and powerful, and ſharper than any two. 
* edged ſword, piercing even to the diyiding aſunder 
„ of foul and ſpirit, and c of the joints and marrow : 
$6 and i is a diſcerner of the thopghts and intents of 


de the beart. Heb. iv. 12. This viſitation of Pro- 


vidence makes no more impreſſion upon me than u- 
on the corpſe in the church yard; but I feel tb 
ſtroke, in every particle of my frame. What makes 
the difference? What diſtinguiſhes the corpſe from 

the 


1 
Ae us Tue preſence: of abſence of de 


vital, or the perceptive principle. The deaf and the 
dev hear not: n and Ca ee not; 2 | 


in Wh reduced chaos 105 formt What 
made man a living ſoul? Who raiſeth the dead ? 
„ The ſpirit of God moved upon the face of the 
Waters: . God breathed into man's noſtrils the 
+ breath of life; and he became a living ſoul.” f 
«the ſpirit of him that raiſed up Jeſus from the 
dead dwell in you, he that raiſed up Chriſt from 
6 the dead ſhall alſo quicken your mortal bodies by 
6 his ſpirit that dwelleth in you. * Rom. viii. It, 
It is he who . convinceth of ba, of righteouſneſs, | 
” and of judgment. It is he who guides men 
« inio all truth: it is he Who taketh the things“ 
of Chrift, and © ſheweth them” unto us. He is 
promiſed, and he i is given, to teach us all things, 
«© and to bring all . to our ' remembrance.” 
Where the ſpirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” - 
O Lord « ſend the ſpirit of thy Son into our hearts.” 
We obſerve not, read not, hear not, as we ought ; ; 
& we know not what we ſhould pray for as we ought,” 
10 the a r — 2 _ our Infirmitles, mak-+ 

| n T | l = ing 


ing interceſſion for us with gro 
« not be uttered. - : e478 10943 


4 e tl Sis apt om car acs'? 4 | 
III. We may e ende, nic men, 
deſire, and God vouchſafes to * = know- 
legen The e oth t 
. And moſt obvious leſſon taught us by the cer- 
tainty of our latter end, is humility. Death, and e- 
very harbinger of death aims a blow at the pride and 
glory of man. Vigour waſtes, and beauty fades, as. 
| theſe ſtern meſſengers approach. Naked came we 
« out of our mother's womb, and naked ſhall we e- 
turn thither,” Greatneſs is ſoon to be neglected, 
merit forgotten, and power trampled in the duſt. Ho, 
thy poſſeſſions, O Man, be thy accompliſhments 
what they may, yet a little while, and they will * 
thine no longer; for time is haſtening to inſcribe 
thy tomb my this mortifying reflection, 


How lov'd, how valu'd once, avails thee not, 
To whom related, or by whom begot: 7 
A heap of duſt alone remains of thee : _ 
'Tis all thou art, and all the proud muſt be, 


16 

ts pride, then; made for man, Who tuft “ fay 
*© to corruption, thou art my father, and to the 
4 worm, chou art my fiſter and mother?“ Does it 
not become mat to be Humble, whi is affiired that 
the courſe of a few years at moſt, will diffolve all con- 
ficRiori between him and the world, reduer his body 
to loathſomeneſs and deformity, blot out the remem- . 
brance of hint from among men; and ſumtion his 
ſpirit to che judgment of God? But there is not 
merely à deceney atid propriety in hamibity ; there is 
art aminblenefs and exetffericy in it, that entitles it 

ts hold a firſt rank in the catalogus of moral virtues; 

or of Chriſtiam graces. Stript of it, at other quali- 
tiesare naked, unſeemly, and offentive * earning is 
disfigured with pedantry, courage degenerates into © 
ferociouſneſs, and beauty is rendered ſhocking and 
difgufiful throvght aſfectation. Humility is the ſhade 
in painting, which makes the figures to riſe, and 
ſhine, and pleaſe, Atewe called of our divine Mat 
ter, to © learn” of him? It is not, by healing the 
ſiek, walking on the water, or raifing the dead; but 
by being « meek and lowly in heart,” Is the 
„ mind that was in him” recommended to our no- 
« tice and imitation? What mind is it? It is; when 


he made himfelf of no 5 took upon him 
the 


} 


; 3 
is .. 
- 


_ when men have attained the image of Chiriſt, they 


have arrived at the higheſt glory their nature is capa- 
ble of. Happy they; whoitt & deep ſenſe of heir ap- 
proaching end, is daily improving in the ſpirit and 


practice of it. As the certainty of death is a loud and 


conſtant call to'humility; ſo the unbertainty of the time 
of its arrival, is an argument n ts the 


Practice of a eie TIA; ur obs 


<4 115115" ET 
-2. LEssox of much importance, namely watch- 
fulneſs. He who knows man's duty and intereſt in 


all heir extent, preſſes this duty, in connection with 


the miötide to it” with reiterated earneftneſs ind 26al: 
cc much therefore ; for ys know not what Hour your 


„Lord dech come. # Watch therefore For? ye, . 


„know neithet the day not the hour what the 
„Son of man Tometh“ - math and 5 pray.” 

« Muleb, for ye know not when the Maſter of t the 
« houſe cometh; at even,” or at midnight, or at 
« the cock-crowing, or in the morning, leſt com- 
1 ing fuddenly, he find you fleeping. Aud wat 1 
« fay unto you, I fay unto all, Watch.” | * Te there 
« fore thou ſhall not watch, I will come on thee as A 
60 thief, and thou ſhalt not know what hour Tan 
| D” | come 


| 
| 
: 
| 


„ 


* come upon thee.” b 


or ſudden ſurprize. The good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, 


will ſtudy to prevent the ſhame of being caught by 


and the danger of being overtaken by the foe, un- 


armed, unexpeCting, unprepared. Ik life of a 
8 Chriſtian, then, is, 


. . 


ze 


is continually doing the office of a ſentinel, conti- 
| nually under arms, conſtantly awake ; but he has 
 Haid his account with unexpected hardſhip and Jan- 
ger; holds himſelf ready to march, to | fight, to die, 
pon the ſhorteſt notice. The preparation of a wiſe 
; man and a Chriſtian, for death and eternity, is not 


criminal condemned, who reads, meditates, and 
prays, with the halter about his neck ; but the calm, 
| compoſing piety, which conſtitutes and promotes ac- 
quaintance with God, which ſreectens life, diſarms 
and deftroys death, and anticipates immortality, One, 
ſuch as was our departed Friend, has no need to be 
alarmed at an * ſummons. For he is 1 


* ways 


fare; aftate of conſtant .expoſedneſs to open affault, 


be ſolicitous that he be not taken at a diſadvantage 4 


his commander off his poſt, or ſlumbering. upon it; 


3. An Jabituat preparation for death: not that he 


the reluQtant, conſtrained, perturbed devotion of a 


NC 


| T3 ] 
6 ways ready, having his loins girded * and 
his light burning, as one who is always waiting 
for his Lord. Let me die the death of the —_— | 
th; ous, and let my laſt end be 8 his MER 1571 557 


* E - 89 Pi 1 * 


e laſt TI of 0 the 1 which 8 Me, 
Turnbull had preſcribed to himſelf, was to delineate 
the character of a valuable friend lately dead. But 
bee though he has ſketched. the outline; I muſt. 


not preſume to fill it up, nor pretend to finiſh che 


portrait: for this, many among yourſelyes be-. 
ing much better qualified than me, from your know- 
ledge of the character in queſtion. | Inſtead, theres 


fore, of attempting to follow him, in deſeribing a 


perſon whom 1 did not know, I will detain you's 


few moments, while I ſpeak a little of 1 whom 
I knew well, and loved 18 8 


1 
7 


Tung is a e Te INT. the death - 


of men who have afted in public characters, to know 
the particulars of their parentage, birth, and education; 
the circumſtances which determined the choice of their 


| ſeveral profeſſions, or which attended the diſcharge of 


their reſpective employ ments. I ſhould have been hap» 
py inpoſleſſing the means of gratifyi ngyqu in theſe reſ- 


pes, upon the ** occaſion: but I have neither had 
D 2 leiſure 


9 
/ N 


f 32 


 lfurenoropportimtities for makitig the enquiries ne- 


ceffary for this purpoſe; and the perſonal intercourſe 
I have enjoyed witty this good man, during an inti- 


mate friendſhip of tings years, was geileraliy e- 


ployed on ſubjects of a very different nature. Be- 


Hides, I am diſpoſed neither to ſet, not to follow the 


example, of diving into the ſecret hiſtory! of private 
families,” in ordet to publiſh hat is of no impors 
tance to be Khon, of eee ge . 
forgotten, * remembered, 03 i 


* 


8 eee. | rom. e ant $6940 
3' WILL then, den oi Mr. Turnbull, as he, was 
when: | found him, and as he. has continued to. be 
ever ſince ; after his charafter was formed and fixed: 
ſuch as he was in himſelf, Independent of anceſtry; 
alliance, country, ot any of | thoſe, circumſtances, 
which, being entirely without à man, are neither ta 


be extolled nor underyalued, and are the e af 


eee hot cenſute; 5.6 STEAMER | 


pw . 


ap Da Totnball, ar the laſt 
twenty -five years, Paſtor of this Church, poſſeſſed 
A variety of excellent qualities, fuch as do not always 
meet and unite in tht fame. character; and which 
W W from a com- 
tl 3778 ud: ois 114 men. 
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and admired, ſtrong, maſculine ſenſe, blended with 
child - like plainneſs and Groplicity of manners; the 
ſolidity of age, with the purity of infaney; a profound 
underſtanding, with an ingenuous heart; a candid 
ſpirit, and an open countenance.— In him met ge- 
nnuine unaffected piety, and happy chearfulmefs and - 
fxectmeſs of temiper ; habitual, ſerious veneration of 
God, habitual kindneſs and good will to men: relis 
gion was in him, the ſailing mother which allures 
the offending child to hide his bluſhing face in her 
fond maternal boſom, not the angty father, whoſe 
frown drives the tranſgreſſor into; diſtance and con- 
cealment. He pofleſſed very extenſive learning, 
and knowledge both of books and of the world, but 
ſo veiled under diffidence, modeſty and humility, 
that length of time, and intimacy of converſation) 
were requiſite to diſcover them; but then they be- 
hoved to be valued the more, from the beauty of the 
covering which attempted to conceal mem. What : 

is always the caſe with every man of feal learning 
and ability; he ever diſcovered à moſt obliging and 
winning deference for the opinion of others, with 4 

Tos | decent 


( 34 ] 
| decent and manly firmneſs in maintaining his own. 
He could bear contadiaion without paſſion, yield 
with dignity, and conquer without -enjoying the i ns 
ſolence of 'triumph.—While his piety, experience, 
and underſtanding, rendered him a fit companion 
for the grave, the wiſe and the aged, with a pleaſant- 
nels of diſpoſition, peculiar to himſelf, he accom- 
modated his deportment to the vivacity, gaiety and 
chearfulneſs of youth. He was one of the ſew old 
men, whom young people are fond of; he gained 
upon their hearts by che moſt engaging and affable 
attention; by condeſcendingly and kindly entering | 
into their views ; he was the 1 obſerver, not the 
rigid cenſor, of the mirth whereof he did not-always 
chuſe to partake ; his preſence was a reſtraint on no- 
thing but folly and impiety. His own religious ſen- 
timents, both with reſpect to doctrine and church 
government, were long fettled and eſtabliſhed ; and 
they were tlie reſult of deep and ſerious reflection, 
of extenſive enquiry and thorough conviction; but 
he had not learned the confidence and ſelf-ſufficiency, 
ol thoſe who ſay of their on ſect, ſurely we are the 
4 people, and wiſdom ſhall die with'us.” He treats 
| ed the ſentiments of honeſt men of all deſcriptions, 
with candour and liberality; a well cultivated undey- 
| Seng 


tant 


Banding, being ever to be found i in company. TY 
| decency of ſpeech and enlargement of heart. Hence 9 
he lived in friendſhip with all, was cheriſhed. and 
. 342 ll 
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2 W ds man, the Miniſter youll Lina 
his public labours, his private communication, -hig» 
doctrine and manner of life, all the time he went 
out and in among you; during the period of his Mi- 
8 niſtry. But you know not, for you heard not, faw 
not, the ſecret breathings of his heart; his midnight 
interceſſions, his morning cries at the throne of 
grace in your behalf, his evening ſacrifice of praiſe . 
and thankſgiving; the God, to whom they were 
preſented, and who alone was conſcious of them, | 
will, we truſt, hold them in everlaſting remem- = 
brance. They have already fallen back in a tide of 
bleſſedneſs, into the boſom of him by whom they 
were offered up, and as 4 diadem of glory they now 
encircle his head ; and they will long continue to 
deſcend, as the dew from Heaven, in the grace of 
the Almighty upon your ſouls. Thus, by the 
prayers and interceſſions which he poured out day 
and night, before the eternal throne, by the word 
which he preached, and which I hope you will long 
\ | Ws remember, 
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